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(a) Three current issues in application of assessment processes discussed in this
session

(1) Systematic approach is limited to several countries in Asian. And there are more needs for
practical experiences for institutional development.

(2) Level of systems of EIA and SEA is different between countries.

(3) Good practices are gradually accumulated in each country. But wide application of good
practices is limited because of lack of capacity building.

(b) One or more emerging trends

The infrastructure of the EIA has been built up in Asian region. However, only a few cover PPPs.
Capacity building and practices remain to be major issues. International players (WB, ADB,
developed countries) have a vital role to promote to develop capacity building of SEA in the
region. Then EIA and SEA good practices are accumulating gradually in Asian countries. In Asia,
there are still big infrastructure projects on going which need good EIA and SEA. Upgrading EIA
and SEA is required.

(c) Issues relating to impact assessment effectiveness:
(i) dimensions of IA effectiveness (i.e. what are the characteristics of effective IA?)

There are several effective EIA/SEA practices in Asia. It needs more systematic approach to
conduct effective EIA/SEA. Stakeholder involvement, reflecting the EIA/SEA results to decision
making and effective alternative consideration must be needed for effective EIA and SEA by
institutional system.

(ii) challenges/barriers to IA effectiveness

In Asia several countries have already introduced EIA and SEA systems. But some are not fully
implemented to all relevant projects and PPPs. Other have not introduced institutional systems
and/or only had several practical experiences. Then the level of EIA and SEA practices are
different between countries and also even within countries. It needs to promote good EIA and
SEA systems in this region.

(iii) how these barriers might be overcome
Systematic approach is needed to set minimum requirement of good EIA and SEA and also needs

incentive to conduct high quality EIA and SEA. Comparative study of good EIA and SEA systems
should be promoted as well as continuing accumulation of good practical experiences.

(d) Comments on the Art and Science of Impact Assessment (i.e. the relative
importance and interplay between science and values/ politics/subjectivity in impact
assessment)




