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(a) Three current issues in application of assessment processes discussed in this
session

The session focused on the implementation of sustainability within the planning system at
national, regional and local levels.

Issues included: the complexity of implementing sustainability; the need for a common
understanding of sustainability;

(b) One or more emerging trends
Attempts to implement sustainability assessments at different levels within the planning system -
and the difficulty therein

(c) Issues relating to impact assessment effectiveness:

(i) dimensions of IA effectiveness (i.e. what are the characteristics of effective IA?)
Not discussed

(ii) challenges/barriers to IA effectiveness
Not discussed but the need to come to a common understanding of sustainability assessment is
evident. It seems to mean different things to different people in different settings.

(iii) how these barriers might be overcome
A greater profile for sustainability assessment with a better understanding of its nature and scope
(and what can and cannot be measured).

(d) Comments on the Art and Science of Impact Assessment (i.e. the relative
importance and interplay between science and values/ politics/subjectivity in impact
assessment)

Not discussed




