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Disclaimer 

WardKarlson Consulting Ltd. accepts no responsibility to any parties whatsoever, following the issue 
of the Document, for any matters arising outside the agreed scope of the work. This Document is 
issued in confidence to the Client and WardKarlson Consulting Ltd. has no responsibility to any third 
parties to whom this Document may be circulated, in part or in full, and any such parties rely on the 
contents of the report solely at their own risk. 

The copyright on this document is the property of WardKarlson Consulting Ltd. This document is  
supplied by WardKarlson Consulting Ltd. on the express terms that it is to be treated as confidential 
and that it may not be copied, used or disclosed to others for any purpose except as authorised in 
writing by WardKarlson Consulting Ltd. 
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1 Basic Information 

1.1 Introduction 

WardKarlson Consulting Group (WKC) is pleased to submit a proposal in order to undertake 
a training workshop at the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) 
Conference in Tuscany, Italy in 2015. WKC has extensive experience in air quality related 
issues at international level, and in particular, has a clear understanding of undertaking air 
quality impact assessments as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment Process (EIA). 
A brief outline of WKC, our team and approach is provided on the following pages.  

1.2 About WKC 

WKC brings together leading Environmental Consultants from around the world to provide 
our clients with significant capability for the delivery of environmental studies, whether for 
internal purposes, governmental approvals, or new project financing. 

Our team has an extensive track record of providing credible, accurate and objective analysis 
and strategic advice with a focus on maximising value for our clients by delivering 
environmental studies with their intended function or purpose in mind. We offer a full range of 
environmental services including: 

 Air quality impact assessment 

 Noise and vibration assessment 

 Best Available Techniques (BAT) assessment 

 Carbon foot printing 

 Oil spill and marine modelling 

WKC is active globally with key clients in the Middle East region, Western Europe, Africa and 
the Far East. We operate from two principal offices located in the UAE and South Africa. 

For further information please visit www.wkcgroup.com. 
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1.3 Basic Training Information 

A summary of the basic course information in Table 1-1 below. 

Table 1-1 Summary of the Basic Information 

Course Title: Understanding Air Quality Impact Assessments: 
What EIA Practitioners and Environmental Managers 
Need to Know… 

Level: Foundation 

Prerequisites: None 

Language of delivery: English 

Duration: 1 Day 

Maximum Number of 
Participants 

70 

Is each participant required 
to bring his/her own 
laptop? 

No laptop required 

 

A summary of the course presenter information is provided in Table 1-2 below. 

Table 1-2 Summary of the Basic Information 

Name  Contact Number IAIA Number  

Dr Ian James +27329460561 3194 

Mr Marc 
Blanché 

+27329460561 2731 

Mr Tristan 
Coleman 

+27329460561 
Non Member (in 
process of joining 
IAIASA) 
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2 Section 2 – Course Description 

2.1 Course Summary 

Who should attend: Current or aspirant EIA practitioners in the public and/ or private sector, 
specifically persons responsible for undertaking and managing EIA’s. Intending participants 
should have knowledge of the basics of the EIA process, however no formal training or 
qualification in air quality is necessary. 

Course Outcomes: The course provides delegates with the skills required to evaluate and 
incorporate the findings of air quality impact assessments into the greater EIA process. The 
training will provide essential knowledge for the effective identification of air quality issues 
facing existing and future developments with particular emphasis on Bank Financed Projects 
(particularly the International Finance Corporation (IFC) Guidelines and Performance 
Standards). In addition the training aims to provide candidates with an understanding of the 
fundamental basics of air quality impact assessment, as well as the significance and 
implications of Project noncompliance on Project Finance and Equator Principal Finance 
Institutions (EPFI’s) lender expectations. The course will cover the following topics: 

 Air Quality Fundamentals 

 Introduction to International Air Quality Legislation (European Union (EU), IFC, World 
Health Organisation (WHO)) 

 Baseline Assessment: Air Quality Monitoring 

 Impact Assessment: Air Dispersion Modelling 

 Significance of Air Quality Impacts in the EIA Process 

2.2 Course Structure and Content 

An outline of the course content is provided in Table 2-1 below. 

Table 2-1 Course Structure and Content 

Session Component Description Lecturer 

Session 1 Air Quality Fundamentals 

 

Introduction to air pollutants 
and their characteristics – 
includes classification of 
pollutants, sources and sinks 
and the chemistry of urban 
atmospheres 

Dr Ian James 

Session 2 Introduction to International 
Air Quality Legislation (EU, 
IFC, WHO) 

 

Legislative and regulatory 
context – overview of 
International legislative 
environment with emphasis on 

Marc 
Blanche 
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IFC Requirements 

Session 3 Baseline Air Quality 
Assessment  

 

Air quality and meteorological 
monitoring – provides 
overview of monitoring 
methodologies and available 
technologies in addition to the 
application of such to meet 
specific objectives and the 
design and implementation of 
monitoring networks as part of 
the EIA process. 

Tristan 
Coleman 

Session 4 Impact Assessment through 
Air Dispersion Modelling 

Air Dispersion Modelling – 
gives an overview of types of 
models used for impact 
assessment ranging from 
long-range trajectory models 
to urban airshed modelling  

Tristan 
Coleman  

Session 5 Significance of Air Quality 
Impacts in the EIA Process 

 

Provides an understanding of 
what constitutes a significant 
impact, and how this 
translates into the EIA 
process, and the implications 
on Project Finance 

Dr Ian James 

 
 

The course will include a number of case studies focusing on the oil / gas and mining sectors 
and will include capital investment projects of over 10 billion US dollars undertaken in 
accordance with the IFC guidelines and Performance Standards.  WKC will able to tailor the 
content of the course in line with the IAIA’s expectations or member demand, in order to 
discuss topics that might be of interest to the audience. The only requirements for the 
training will be access to an overhead projector and screen. All three trainers will be 
registered for the full IAIA conference to allow for interaction and communication with the 
participants upon course completion.  
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3 Qualifications of the trainer(s) 

3.1 Proposed Training Team 

Dr Ian James 

Dr Ian James is a WKC Group Director with extensive experience of ESIA and air quality 
assessments for major oil & gas, petrochemical, power and mining developments, 
particularly within developing countries. Dr James has advised on environmental matters 
both for new developments seeking financing and on behalf of financing parties including 
Barclays, SACE and Abn Amro. Dr James has an international track record, having advised 
on projects located in over 20 countries, including Libya, Egypt, Tanzania, Equatorial Guinea, 
Ghana, South Africa, UAE, Qatar, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia, with particular focus on all 
aspects of oil & gas production / refining, and petrochemicals. Ian has also held key roles in 
ESIA studies for major projects in the UK, Caspian Region, Middle East and South Africa, 
and has over 17 years’ experience in air quality and 13 years’ experience in ESIA. Dr James 
has extensive experience in training and delivery of workshops, including five years as a part 
time lecturer on the topic of atmospheric chemistry at the University of Northumberland in the 
United Kingdom, air quality training for over 50 industry and government delegates in Qatar, 
and two Air Quality training workshops held in 2012 and 2014 on behalf of the IAIA South 
Africa.  

Tristan Coleman 

Mr Tristan Coleman, a Director at WKC Group, has more than 12 years’ experience working 
primarily as an environmental consultant to private sector clients, as well as within a 
regulatory capacity for the public sector. Tristan’s technical background lies within the field of 
air quality and ESIA. Tristan has a proven track-record in providing technical services to the 
upstream and downstream oil and gas, petrochemical and heavy industry sectors in the 
Middle East and international markets. Tristan is principally involved with offering air quality, 
greenhouse gas inventory and ESIA services for the permitting of Greenfield, upgrade and 
expansion projects both on and offshore.  Tristan has an extensive track record in the 
delivery of air quality training including Air Dispersion Modelling training for Lukoil (Russia’s 
second largest producer of oil), Gaz de France in Paris, and two air quality training 
workshops held in South Africa on behalf of the IAIA South Africa (in Durban and Cape 
Town).  Tristan is located in WKC’s Abu Dhabi Office.  

Marc Blanche 

Marc is an Air Quality Consultant with over 9 years experience in the research, consultancy 
and construction sectors. Marc completed his MSc (Applied Environmental Sciences) in 
2005. Marc has worked as an Environmental Scientist on various projects within the 
Integrated Environmental Management Process, and has an excellent understanding of the 
local and international laws and regulations associated with these procedures. In 2008 Marc 
began his specialisation as an air quality consultant when he joined a multinational 
consultancy in Durban, and provided specialist input into various air quality and noise related 
projects. In 2010 Marc joined WardKarlson Consulting (WKC Group), an international 
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consultancy that specialises in air and noise and has particular focus on the Oil and Gas and 
mining industries. Marc is currently a principle consultant at WKC Group and leads a team of 
5 dedicated air quality consultants. Marc has worked on projects in the UAE, Oman, Iraq, 
Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, Tanzania, 
Kenya and South Africa. Marc holds certification with the South African Council for Natural 
Scientific Professions (Pr Sci Nat), and is also a member of the UK Institution of 
Environmental Sciences (IES). In addition Marc also holds memberships with the UK Institute 
of Air Quality Management (IAQM), International Impact Assessment Association (IAIA-SA) 
and National Association for Clean Air (NACA). Marc has been involved in the delivery of two 
air quality training workshops on behalf of the IAIA, held in Durban (2012) and Cape Town 
(2014), as well as the delivery of air quality training presentations and information sharing 
seminars at three other IAIA SA events. 

3.2 History of Course Delivery 

As noted earlier, our trainers have an extensive track record of training others, and we enjoy 
opportunities to share knowledge from our fairly extensive international portfolio of projects. 
We are also very committed to supporting the IAIA, where at a recent event in South Africa 
Dr James was ‘highly commended’ for his presentation on IFC Performance Standards.  

We are also very active in supporting the IAIA on training opportunities. A summary of 
feedback of the previous IAIA training is outlined below. There were over 60 delegates at 
each of the IAIA Air Quality training workshops (Cape Town and Durban). We have attached 
copies of the formal correspondence and full CV’s in Attachment A. 

 
Figure 1 Email from IAIAsa KSN Chairperson Dave Cox 
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Figure 2 Excerpt from the IAIA SA Newsletter 
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4 Commitment of the trainer(s) 

The WKC team have delivered aspects of the training programme on at least 15 different 
occasions. To date none of the training courses organised by WKC have been cancelled. 
WKC has put forward three specialists, and in the event that one of the members is not able 
to attend, the remaining two specialists would be able to cover the content seamlessly. WKC 
has agreed to the terms regarding free places to students described in the “Student 
Participation” paragraph.  
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Attachment A 

  



International Association for Impact Assessment  

Training Course Proposal 
 

 

Tuscany, Italy 10 IAIA 2015 

 

 



International Association for Impact Assessment  

Training Course Proposal 
 

 

Tuscany, Italy 11 IAIA 2015 

 

 



International Association for Impact Assessment  

Training Course Proposal 
 

 

Tuscany, Italy 12 IAIA 2015 

 

 



International Association for Impact Assessment  

Training Course Proposal 
 

 

Tuscany, Italy 13 IAIA 2015 

 

 



International Association for Impact Assessment  

Training Course Proposal 
 

 

Tuscany, Italy 14 IAIA 2015 

 

 



International Association for Impact Assessment  

Training Course Proposal 
 

 

Tuscany, Italy 15 IAIA 2015 

 

 


