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Streamlined IA of Ethanol Projects in Brazil
Brazil is the world's leading producer of sugarcane-based ethanol, an energy source that, although having a

relatively low CO2 footprint, can impact the environment in many negative ways. Since the 1980s, Brazilian

legislation requires ethanol projects to undergo a comprehensive impact assessment (IA) process, which

includes a set of demanding and often costly social-environmental analyses. Pressures, however, are mounting

for faster and simpler IAs. The Minas Gerais State Environmental Agency created a streamlined IA process that

waives "comprehensive" studies, in favor of simplified analyses (known as RCAs), for ethanol projects located

in specific ecological zones. Dozens of ethanol projects are now exempt from a wide range of socio-

environmental evaluations. The objective of this study was to analyze the criteria for, and potential

consequences of, streamlined IAs of ethanol projects in the Triângulo Mineiro and Alto Paranaíba areas of

Minas Gerais state, one of Brazil's most critical ethanol expansion areas. This study was based on face-to-face

interviews with state officials and extensive grey literature reviews in connection with forty-one (41) ethanol

projects. Results showed that the comprehensive study waiver of at least ten (10) ethanol projects were neither

based on scientific/technical criteria nor on legal grounds. The analysis also revealed numerous technical

deficiencies in the simplified IA studies, such as lack of alternative technological/locational considerations and

disregard for cumulative effects. The article concludes by highlighting ways to avoid the pitfalls of streamlined

IAs, particularly in the screening and scoping phases of the process.

Summary
The article analyzes the criteria for, and potential consequences of, streamlined IAs of ethanol projects in

Brazil, highlighting ways to enhance the screening and scoping phases of the process.
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