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CUMULATIVE IMPACTS PUBLIC & PRIVATE SECTOR CHALLENGES
The increasing presence, and stakeholder awareness, of cumulative impacts pose significant risks for the

public and private sectors in resource-rich regions such as BC’s Peace Region and Alberta’s oil sands.

Governments, civil society and industry have become increasingly aware of the need to respond proactively to

how multiple projects – sometimes in different industries – affect water, energy, infrastructure and

accommodations within a geographical area. The burden of community expectations regarding positive

economic impacts of projects, along with heightened public scrutiny over potential negative social and

environmental impacts, have combined to add increased urgency to the debate. The need to address the

challenges of the cumulative impacts is now firmly on the table and in the minds of the public and private

sectors.

This session will present two case studies of rapidly growing resource-rich regions in Australia and Alaska. The

session will compare the two regions’ approaches to addressing energy, water, infrastructure and

accommodation challenges. The findings are drawn from ERM’s field experience in assessing social and

environmental cumulative impacts, and will be complemented by a document review.  The analysis indicates

that economic resources and cross-sector collaboration are key enabling factors to begin addressing

cumulative impacts. This session will summarise lessons learnt from Australia and Alaska, and will conclude

with a discussion of how these lessons could guide project proponents in British Columbia’s energy sector.

Summary
This session will present two case studies of rapidly growing resource-rich regions in Australia and Alaska.

Comparing approaches to addressing energy, water, infrastructure and accommodation challenges.

Accept IAIA Publication: No

Permit Recording: Yes

Willing To Chair: Yes
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