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(De Montis, 2013) De Montis et al., 2014 
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So far few studies have been performed  
to analyze Strategic Environmental  
Assessment (SEA) guidelines. 
 
 
 
We analyze some SEA guidelines in order  
to evaluate the contents of those documents  
to take suggestions for SEA guidelines for  
the sector of land use planning in Sardinia. 
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The availability of SEA guidelines drawn up  

for specific sectors, organizations, and  

types of impacts, is useful to promote, or  

speed up, SEA practice.    
                
                          (Thérivel, 2004) 



Defining the sample 

SEA Guidelines        5 

We selected SEA guidelines: 
1. issued by EU member states and Italian regions;  
2. accessible on-line for free;  
3. written up in English or Italian;  
4. approved after the publication of (and coherent to) the SEA Directive. 
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EU STATE DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

NATIONAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Sweden 

Practical guidelines on 

strategic 

environmental 

assessment of plans 

and programmes 

2010 
Environmental 

Code 
2004 
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EU STATE DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

NATIONAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Ireland 

Implementation of SEA 

Directive (2001/42/EC): 

Assessment of the 

Effects of Certain Plans 

and Programmes on the 

Environment Guidelines 

for Regional Authorities 

and Planning Authorities 

2004 

Regulations 2004, 

and Planning and 

Development 

Regulations 2004 

2004 
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EU STATE DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

NATIONAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

The UK 

A Practical Guide to the 

Strategic 

Environmental 

Assessment Directive 

2005 

Environmental 

Assessment of 

Plans and 

Programmes 

Regulations 

2004 



Defining the sample 

SEA Guidelines        10 

EU STATE DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

NATIONAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Italy 

La Valutazione 

Ambientale Strategica 

dei Piani urbanistici e 

territoriali [Strategic 

Environmental 

Assessment of Urban 

and Regional Plans] 

2006 
Environmental 

Code 
2006 
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EU STATE DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

NATIONAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Latvia 
Guidance to SEA in 

practice 
2007 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Act 

on 26 February 2004 

and 15 September 

2005 and by new 

secondary legislation 

2004 
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EU STATE DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

NATIONAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Scotland  

Strategic 

Environmental 

Assessment Guidance 

2013 

Environmental 

Assessment 

(Scotland) Act 

2005 
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EU STATE DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

NATIONAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Portugal 

Strategic 

Environmental 

Assessment Better 

Practice Guide – 

methodological 

guidance for strategic 

thinking in SEA 

2012 (2007) 
Decree-Law  

n. 232/2007 
2007 
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ITALIAN 

INSTITUTION 

DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

LOCAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Province of 

Bolzano 

SEA guidelines for 

spatial planning 
2007 Provincial law n. 2 2007 
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ITALIAN 

INSTITUTION 

DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

LOCAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Region of 

Friuli-

Venezia 

Giulia 

SEA guidelines for 

spatial planning 
2010 

Italian 

Environmental 

Code 

2006-2010 
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ITALIAN 

INSTITUTION 

DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

LOCAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Region of 

Lombardy 

Methodological 

model for 

environmental 

assessment of plans 

and programs 

2010 
Regional law (RL) n. 

12 
2005 
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ITALIAN 

INSTITUTION 

DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

LOCAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Region of 

Sardinia 

SEA guidelines of 

municipal spatial 

plans 

2010 

Regional 

Committee 

Resolution n. 34/33 

2012 
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ITALIAN 

INSTITUTION 

DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

LOCAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Region of 

Valle d’Aosta 

SEA guidelines of 

municipal spatial 

plans 

-- RL n. 12 2009 
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ITALIAN 

INSTITUTION 

DESCRIPTION PUBLICATION 

YEAR 

LOCAL SEA 

REGULATION 

ADOPTION 

YEAR 

Region of 

Veneto 

SEA guidelines for 

plans and programs 
2009 RL n. 11 2004 
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CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA REFERENCES 

A Specific guidelines 

Brooke et al. (2004); Sheate et al. 

(2004); Thérivel (2004); Schijf 

(2011) 

B1 Regularly updated 
Schijf (2011) 

B2 Case studies included 
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EU STATE LEVEL 

Ireland Plans 

Italy Plans 

Latvia Plans and programs 

Portugal Policies,* plans and programs 

Scotland  Plans 

Sweden Plans and programs 

The UK Plans and programs 

* The guidance applies to all actions that are driven by long-term strategic objectives. 
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ITALIAN INSTITUTION LEVEL 

Province of Bolzano Plans 

Region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia Plans 

Region of Lombardy Plans and programs 

Region of Sardinia Plans 

Region of Valle d’Aosta Plans 

Region of Veneto Plans and programs 
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Most of the guidelines insist that SEA  
should be integrated and carried out  
as early as possible during the  
development of plans and programs.  

(Scottish SEA guidelines) 
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(Scottish SEA guidelines) 
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In some cases SEA guidelines suggest the adoption of checklists to assess the quality of SEA 
and its phases. 

(Swedish SEA guidelines) 
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In some cases SEA guidelines suggest the adoption of checklists to assess the quality of SEA 
and its phases. 

(Swedish SEA guidelines) 
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EU State A  ̶  Specific 

guidelines  

B1  ̶  Regularly 

updated  

B2  ̶  Case studies 

included  

Ireland 

Italy ⱱ ⱱ 

Latvia ⱱ 

Portugal -- ⱱ 

Scotland -- 

Sweden 

The UK ⱱ 
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Institution A  ̶  Specific 

guidelines  

B1  ̶  Regularly 

updated  

B2  ̶  Case studies 

included  

Region of Friuli-

Venezia Giulia 

      

Region of Lombardy ⱱ     

Region of Sardinia ⱱ     

Region of Valle d’Aosta       

Region of Veneto ⱱ     

Autonomous Province 

of Bolzano 
ⱱ     
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Latvian SEA 
guidelines: 
example of 
case studies 
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SEA themes Specific recommendations 

Screening Aim; basic criteria and exceptions 

 

Scoping Aim; what information is needed for the draft scoping document; clearly define aims 

of plan and SEA; define the environmental report’s contents 

 

Environmental report Aim; how to measure the quality; how to handle uncertainties and lack of data; how 

to identify, describe and evaluate the effects of the plan 

 

Alternatives Why define alternatives; how define alternatives; how compare the alternatives with 

each other; how to select reasonable alternative  
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SEA themes Specific recommendations 

Consultation Aim; who, when and how; how to measure the quality; define a time schedule for 

meetings 

 

Monitoring Aim; who should do it; what needs to be monitored; which indicators should be used 

 

Integration SEA-planning 

process  

 

The need to integrate SEA within plan process is highlighted 

 

Checklist SEA guidelines suggest the adoption of checklists to assess the quality of SEA and its 

phases 
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1. The SEA guidelines generally describe SEA procedure by segmenting it into distinct 
stages and indicate who should be involved in the process and when. In addition, 
most of the guidelines insist that SEA should be integrated and carried out as early 
as possible during the development of plans and programs. 
 

2. Public consultation: who and when? 
 

3. Some SEA guidelines cover the relationship between SEA and EIA and other 
environmental assessments, and suggest the adoption of checklists to assess the 
quality of SEA and its phases.  
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4. In general we have observed that guidelines are not regularly updated. Late 
updating may result in: i) the failure to introduce the contents of new regulations, 
as in the case of the Italian guidelines, and ii) the plight of links to other resources 
on-line which now are no longer available.  
 

5. SEA guidelines include some case studies in quite a useful way, as they help 
designers in identifying the most effective solutions. Sometimes real case studies 
are replaced with theoretical examples that help to select the most adapt actions 
with respect to a particular stage of the SEA process. 
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