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Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) 

Currently negotiating:  

 

Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia,  

Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, United 

States, Vietnam.  

South Korea has formally expressed interest in 

joining. 

 

 
More countries may join:  

Thailand, The Philippines,  

Taiwan, etc 
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Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) 

• Negotiations began 2010 
• 19 negotiating rounds completed 
• Now in final stages 
• Agenda set primarily by the US 
• Set to become a free trade zone of 

the Asia Pacific  
 and beyond 
• Negotiated in secret 
• Limited public health  
 input 
 
 
Photos: TPP negotiating venue, 

       San Diego, July 2012 
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Purpose of the HIA on the TPP 

• To inform advocacy efforts about the health impacts 
of the TPP occurring across Australia 

• HIA, simply defined, is the process of identifying the 
future consequences of a current or proposed action 
on health and wellbeing. 

• Is both  

– technical (as in provides a technical assessment) and 

– tactical (as in provides a process for policy influence) 
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The HIA process 
Screening Meeting 

December 

Scoping Meeting 
January 

Policy Brief 
February 

Advocacy Group 
Meeting 

February 

KI Interviews 
Criteria 

Assessment meeting  
August Where we are now 
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The process of the TPP 
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Scoping 

 

• the cost of medicines 

• the ability of Government to regulate  

– tobacco,  

– food and  

– alcohol. 
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Scenarios  

• An HIA usually needs something concrete to assess (options 
or alternatives / a plan), but TPP nothing but leaked text 

• HIA therefore developed policy scenarios with policy experts 
based on the following criteria: 

– that the policy scenario is either a current priority or likely 
to become a priority for advocacy groups  

– the scenario includes a globally recognized public health 
intervention with a strong evidence base 

– Based on previous trade agreements, the policy scenario 
will likely be impacted by TPPA provisions.  
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Selected Scenarios 

Medicines – increased of out-of-pocket 

costs for patients  

Tobacco – Marketing restrictions on 

tobacco products by Federal and State 

governments 

Alcohol – Regulation of pregnancy warning 

labels; restrictions of alcohol availability and 

marketing 

Food – Federal regulation of food labelling 
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Assessment Workshop looked at 
‘scenarios’ and evidence 

supporting these 
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Workshop questions 

1. How will the TPP impact the policy scenario? 

i. Is it plausible based on the evidence? 

ii. Is the evidence sufficient? 

2. What is the impact of the policy scenario to health? 

i. Is this pathway plausible? 

ii. Is this significant? Does it require action? 

iii. Is the evidence sufficient? 

iv. Are we missing any impacts? 

v. Who are the winners and losers? Are some more important than others? 

3. Recommendations 
i. Recommendations on the TPP? 

 a) Who are these directed towards? 

ii. Recommendations on the policy? 

 a) Who are these directed towards? 
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Impact Characterisation - 
Medicines 
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Impact Characterisation - 
Tobacco 
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Impact Characterisation - 
Alcohol 
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Impact Characterisation - Food 



Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity 

Recommendations 
 

• to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

and Government regarding TPP provisions; 

• to the Australian Government regarding the 

TPP negotiating process; 

• Broader policy recommendations to 

Government in the areas of medicines, alcohol, 

tobacco and food 
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TPP Content (8) 

• 1.1 Ensure within the TPP text that public 
health concerns over-ride economic or trade 
concerns in any area where these priorities 
may conflict. This means: 

– Including clear and strong public health 
exceptions; and 

– Defining public health as broadly as possible (e.g. 
not restricting the definition, explicitly or 
implicitly, to emergencies or to particular 
diseases). 
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Negotiating process (7) 

• 2.5 Undertake annual transparency reporting, 
detailing the impacts on health of the trade 
agreement. 

• 2.6 Apply the precautionary principle in trade 
negotiations. 

• 2.7 Undertake regular monitoring of the impacts on 
health with a particular focus on health equity. 
Ensure monitoring is carried out transparently and 
publically reported.  
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Policy (7)  

• 3.1 Cap patient co-payments for the PBS. 
Government to prevent TPP commitments from 
impacting on co-payments. 

• 3.2 The Australian Government should support 
global efforts to separate the funding of research and 
development from medicine prices.  

• 3.3 Actively support and preserve the PBS. 
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Release outcomes 
Sydney Morning Herald 

The age  

Brisbane Times  

WA Today  

Canberra Times  

7 News 

Pharmacy News  

Business Spectator  

UNSW Newsroom 

ABC The Drum 

Optus Zoo 

AJP.com 

The Standard  

The Australian 

Media Net 

Medical Observer 

GWN7  

Northern Territory News  

SBS World News Australia  

Perth Now 

Daily Mail 

Pacific Scoop 

AAP Newswire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sydney Morning Herald  

Daily Liberal 

The Age 

Central Western Daily 

Namoi Valley Independent 

The Sydney News 

The Queanbeyan Age 

Australian Policy Online  

Telesur   (Latin American – based in Venezuela) 

Scoop NZ (New Zealand)  

Pacific Scoop (New Zealand) 

Bernama.com (Malaysia) 

Sky Valley Chronicle (U.S.- Washington) 

Latin Times (U.S. – NYC) 

Training.com.au 

The Australian 

Tech Dirt 

National Medical Observer  

Canberra Times 

Modern Farmer (U.S.) 

Green Left Weekly 

Central Western Daily 

Daily Liberal 
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https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/26499087/robb-plays-down-health-fears-over-tpp/
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http://www.pharmacynews.com.au/news/latest-news/medicines-more-expensive-under-the-tpp-report
http://www.businessspectator.com.au/news/2015/3/3/health-and-pharmaceuticals/tpp-may-increase-medicine-costs
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https://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/news/health/review-finds-tpp-threat-public-health
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http://www.standard.net.au/story/2918309/trans-pacific-partnership-will-push-medicine-prices-up-review-finds/?cs=7
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http://medianet.com.au/releases/release-details?id=822861
http://www.medicalobserver.com.au/news/secret-trade-deal-will-drive-up-medicine-costs-report
https://au.gwn7.yahoo.com/w1/news/a/-/national/26499087/robb-plays-down-health-fears-over-tpp/
http://www.ntnews.com.au/news/national/trade-deal-could-increase-medicine-costs/story-fnjbnvyj-1227246043980
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http://www.perthnow.com.au/business/breaking-news/tpp-may-increase-medicine-costs/story-fnn9c0ha-1227246044319
http://www.perthnow.com.au/business/breaking-news/tpp-may-increase-medicine-costs/story-fnn9c0ha-1227246044319
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/aap/article-2976683/Trade-deal-increase-medicine-costs.html
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http://www.nvi.com.au/story/2921211/business-call-for-government-to-open-up-trans-pacific-partnership-negotiations/?cs=8
http://www.thesydneynews.net/index.php/sid/230743463
http://www.queanbeyanage.com.au/story/2921211/business-call-for-government-to-open-up-trans-pacific-partnership-negotiations/
http://apo.org.au/research/negotiating-healthy-trade-australia-health-impact-assessment-proposed-trans-pacific
http://apo.org.au/research/negotiating-healthy-trade-australia-health-impact-assessment-proposed-trans-pacific
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/TPP-Will-Raise-Medicine-Costs-Says-Study-20150303-0010.html
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO1503/S00027/medicine-affordability-public-health-at-risk-in-tpp.htm
http://pacific.scoop.co.nz/2015/03/medicine-affordability-public-health-at-risk-in-tpp/
http://pacific.scoop.co.nz/2015/03/medicine-affordability-public-health-at-risk-in-tpp/
http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v8/bu/newsbusiness.php?id=1113404
http://www.skyvalleychronicle.com/BREAKING-NEWS/STUDY-FINDS-TRANS-PACIFIC-PARTNERSHIP-WILL-INCREASE-MEDICINE-PRICES-IN-ONE-COUNTRY-2037299
http://www.latintimes.com/tpp-free-trade-agreement-would-increase-cost-medicine-mexico-peru-chile-and-other-300391
http://www.training.com.au/ed/report-raises-concerns-trans-pacific-partnership/
https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20150304/09221330207/health-impact-assessment-tpp-poses-risks-to-affordable-medicines-tobacco-control-nutrition-labelling.shtml
file:///D:/Users/z3496385/Dropbox/Dropbox/work_chetre/tpp hia/Dissemination/Release/MediaClips_16March.pdf
file:///D:/Users/z3496385/Dropbox/Dropbox/work_chetre/tpp hia/Dissemination/Release/MediaClips_16March.pdf
file:///D:/Users/z3496385/Dropbox/Dropbox/work_chetre/tpp hia/Dissemination/Release/MediaClips_16March.pdf
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/health/australians-are-missing-out-on-too-many-new-medicines-says-report-20150319-1m32cb.html
http://modernfarmer.com/2015/03/what-the-heck-is-the-trans-pacific-partnership-and-why-should-you-care/
https://www.greenleft.org.au/node/58591
https://www.greenleft.org.au/node/58591
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What’s Next? 



Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity 

Thank you’s 

• This work would not have been possible 
without the generous support from  

– CHETRE and CPHCE at UNSW  

– Public Health Association Australia 

– Our advocacy and technical partners  


