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Ts’uubaa-asatx Welcome Song 
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The representatives of 
Ts’uubaa-asatx, FortisBC 
and Jacobs are grateful 
to learn, live, work and 

have access to amazing 
recreation opportunities 
in the Coast Salish world 

and other Indigenous 
territories.
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Ts’uubaa-asatx: Introduction to Community 
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• Ts'uubaa-asatx are 
the "People of the 
Lake"

• Have lived around 
the shores of 
Cowichan Lake for 
millennia

• Formerly known as 
Lake Cowichan 
First Nation

Hul’qumi’num’ Treaty Group
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Regulatory Context: Ts’uubaa-asatx
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• Regulatory requirements for major projects being 
proposed in BC can take years to navigate through 
legislated environmental review processes

o Either provincial (BC EAO) or federal (IAAC), or both if 
triggered

o Labour intensive, complex, highly technical 

o Particularly problematic to small Nations such as 
Ts’uubaa-asatx

o Large numbers of major projects being proposed in 
territory
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Ts’uubaa-asatx: Response to Environmental Assessments
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• Sourcing out expertise to serve as a liaison between Ts’uubaa-asatx 
leadership and proponents

• Strategic vision applicable to all major projects on the lower mainland to 
ensure:

o Economic benefits

o Renewal of cultural practices 

o Education of proponents about cultural traditions 

• Policies replace project-by-project review and incorporate Ts'uubaa-asatx 
Indigenous Knowledge (IK) 
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Regulatory Context: Provincial and Federal 
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• New provincial and federal legislation harmonizes environmental assessment 
laws with UNDRIP

o Proponents’ ability to identify and resolve or mitigate Indigenous Interests now a 
top determinant for regulatory approval

o The modernized processes are more flexible and use of Indigenous Knowledge is 
expansive

• FortisBC was able to utilize Ts’uubaa-asatx’s three policy documents to develop 
a collaborative approach for determining effects of the Tilbury Phase 2 LNG 
Expansion Project
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Proposed Tilbury Phase 2 LNG Expansion Project
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• FortisBC is one of BC’s largest energy providers with over 1.2 million customers

• Serves 58 Indigenous communities in BC with natural gas, renewable energy and 
electricity

• Operates infrastructure which crosses over 150 Indigenous territories

• Seeks to become BC’s Energy Partner of Choice with Indigenous communities

• Proposing to expand its existing LNG storage facility on Tilbury Island
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Tilbury Phase 2 Environmental Assessment
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• Subject to provincial (BC EAO) 
and federal (IAAC) regulatory 
processes

• Jacobs assisting in the EA 

• Tilbury Island of great 
importance to Indigenous 
Nations

• FortisBC regularly engages with 
15 Participating Indigenous 
Nations and informs other 
Nations of milestones 

• Ts’uubaa-asatx is a Participating 
Indigenous Nation

We are here
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Effects Assessment: Ts’uubaa-asatx’s Interests

10

• Ts’uubaa-asatx initially expressed its Indigenous Interests to EAO/IAAC and 
requested that FortisBC conduct engagement differently 

• Jacobs, FortisBC, and Ts’uubaa-astax collaboratively developed a table to 
identify Ts’uubaa-asatx Interests in relation to the proposed Project

o Table expanded to determine:

• How Project Application or regulatory processes would meet Ts’uubaa-asatx Interests

• Gaps in the policy documents in relation to the Project’s Valued Components

o Identified where Ts’uubaa-asatx:

• Required internal follow-up 

• Would need to develop or expand policies 
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Results: The Table!
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Results: The Table!
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Results: Examples
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Example VC Ts’uubaa-asatx Policy Documents

Culture • Topics to be captured in the EA are closely aligned with Ts’uubaa-asatx policy 

documents

• No identified gaps between the topics to be captured and the policy documents

Employment and 
Economy

• Topics to be captured in the EA are somewhat aligned with Ts’uubaa-asatx 

policy documents

• Identified gaps between the in the topics to be captured and the policy 

documents for Ts’uubaa-asatx to use to update and expand its policy 

documents

Climate Change • Topics to be captured in the EA are not included in the Ts’uubaa-asatx policy 

documents

• Identified topics for Ts’uubaa-asatx to include in its updated and expanded 

policy documents
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Results: Benefits to all Parties
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• Ts’uubaa-asatx:
o First time their policy documents were used from the beginning of a project

o Showed how policy documents work in an EA 

o Identified where policies need to be expanded or developed 

• FortisBC:

o Assessment of Ts’uubaa-asatx’s Interests while building relationship

o Used Ts’uubaa-asatx’s preferred approach while meeting regulatory requirements

o Streamlined EA review process

• Regulators:
o Ts’uubaa-asatx consensus on assessment approach for each step of EA
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Klecko, klecko

Thank you, thank you all
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#iaia22

Let’s continue the conversation!
Post questions and comments via chat in the IAIA22 platform.
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