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HOW TO TELL THE 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT STORY



MACRO: POLICY / LEGISLATION
JOINT - BRITISH COLUMBIA & CANADA COORDINATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Federal Canada
Impact Assessment Act

(Aug 2019)
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BC Environmental 
Assessment Act 

(Nov 2018)

Joint Impact Assessment  
Structure / Organization
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Valued Components  
& Indigenous Interests

Relevant Statutes, Policies 
and Frameworks

Assessment Boundaries

Existing Conditions

Potential Effects

Effects Management

Assessing 
Positive Effects

Assessing 
Negative Effects

Characterization of 
Residual Effects

Cumulative Effects

Follow-up Strategy

Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines Template
Application Information Requirements Guidelines 

Version 1.0 

VS

Effects to valued 
components 

Environment

Human health

Social

Economic

Indigenous peoples

Residual effects

Environment

Human health

Social

Economic

Indigenous peoples

Cumulative effects 
assessment

Environment

Human health

Social

Economic

Indigenous peoples

Baseline 
Conditions

Environment

Human health

Social

Economic

Indigenous peoples



SUMMARY OF IAAC & EAO 
CROSS-DISCIPLINARY IMPACT ASSESSMENT THEMES
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Themes Requirement EAO IAAC

Sustainability
Sustainability x

Summary of impacts to current and future generations x

Gender Based 
Analysis +

GBA + x

Disproportionate effect x

Ecosystem 
Approach

Ecosystem approach x

Environmental and community context x

Summary of biophysical factors that support ecosystem 
function

x

Culture

Culture x

Summary of human and community well-being x

Community knowledge x

GBA+



IMPACT ASSESSMENT (IA) THEMES

Physical 
Env / ICs

Biological 
VCs

Human 
VCs

Other 
Sections*

Sustainability

Gender Based Analysis +

Ecosystem Approach

Culture
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* Other sections, for example: Malfunctions and Accidents, GHG and Climate Change, Indigenous Interests
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* Other sections, for example: Malfunctions and Accidents, GHG and Climate Change, Indigenous Interests

“WEAVING” THEMES INTO THE “FABRIC” 
OF THE ASSESSMENT STORY



SUSTAINABILITY – IA THEME
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Assessment matters (section 24 of the BC 
Environmental Assessment Act, 2018) 
require that the integration of information 
across disciplines, particularly the 
assessment of the effects on biophysical 
factors that support ecosystem function 
and of the effects on current and 
future generations.



Under section 25 of the BC Environmental 
Assessment Act, 2018, the following 
matters must be assessed in every EA...:

Disproportionate effects on distinct 
human populations including 
populations identified by gender.

GENDER BASED ANALYSIS + (GBA+) – IA THEME
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ECOSYSTEM APPROACH – IA THEME

• In 1993, the UN Convention 
on Biological Diversity 
recognizes that humans, 
with their cultural diversity, 
are an integral component 
of ecosystems.
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ECOSYSTEM APPROACH – IA THEME
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Challenges with 
models:

• Complexity: Time 
and $

• Scrutiny: 
“Garbage in / out”

Source: Ecopath with Ecosim - Facebook



CULTURE – IA THEME
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WHAT TO INCLUDE IN THE IA STORY 
& HOW TO TELL IT
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Significance Determination EAO = no, IAAC = Yes

Intermediate Components EAO = no, IAAC & EAO = Pathway effects recognized as important

Source: PORT METRO VANCOUVER | Roberts 
Bank Terminal 2  Table 8-1 Intermediate 
Component and Valued Component Linkages



FULL CIRCLE – BEGINNING AND END

• Baseline / Existing Conditions

• Project Effects

• Cumulative Effects

• “Hishuk ish tsawlk”

• Nuu-chah-nulth language

• Meaning: We are one, and all 
interconnected
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MICRO AND MACRO CONSIDERATIONS FOR 
CONFIDENCE IN IMPACT ASSESSMENT
The “Story” Narrative:

• Themes uses as a lens to consider 
effects to VCs and Indigenous Interests

• Woven through the assessment 
including:

• New 2018/19 BC and Canada 
Impacts assessment requirements 
(sustainability, GBA+, culture, and the 
ecosystem approach)
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MICRO AND MACRO CONSIDERATIONS IN JOINTLY REGULATED IMPACT 
ASSESSMENTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA
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HOW TO TELL THE 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT
STORY

Questions / Comments

Thank you

jrempel@hatfieldgroup.com



#iaia22

Let’s continue the 
conversation!
Post questions and comments via chat in the IAIA22 platform.

Jeffrey M. Rempel 

Manager, Infrastructure and Environmental Management – Hatfield

Canada

jrempel@hatfieldgroup.com

Hatfield Consultants | Environmental and Social Scientists (hatfieldgroup.com)


