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Does energy developments in 
Sarawak require driving people 

out of their homes?
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CASE STUDY: The Proposed 12 Mega Hydro Dams

“The Malaysian government and its state-owned energy 
utility Sarawak Energy Berhad (SEB) plan to build 12 large 
dams, due to produce 7,000 MW (megawatts) of 
electricity. Six of them are scheduled for completion by 
2020.

These dams are part of a development initiative known as 
SCORE (Sarawak Corridor of Renewable Energy), created 
to "stimulate global and domestic investment in 
traditionally rural areas.“”

Source: The Ecologist 2014

https://theecologist.org/2014/jun/30/borneo-mega-dams-threaten-indigenous-ethnocide#:~:text=Built%20by%20the%20Chinese%20company,foods%2C%20medicines%20and%20other%20goods.


The projected 12 dams will produce 7,000 MW of electricity in Sarawak, although 
local energy demand is now just 972 MW and is only projected to reach 1,500 
megawatts by 2020. 

The 2,400 MW Bakun dam, commissioned in 2011, is being operated well below 
capacity.

The Bakun dam flooded 696 square kilometers of old forest ecosystems 
and displaced 10,000 indigenous people, mainly from the Kenyah and 

Kayan tribes, drowning their villages, farms and the forests in which they 
would hunt and gather foods, medicines and other goods.

Info source: The Ecologist 2014

http://www.internationalrivers.org/campaigns/malaysia
http://www.internationalrivers.org/campaigns/malaysia
https://theecologist.org/2014/jun/30/borneo-mega-dams-threaten-indigenous-ethnocide#:~:text=Built%20by%20the%20Chinese%20company,foods%2C%20medicines%20and%20other%20goods.


The Effects of Mega Hydro Dam

Stills from: Broken Promises: Displaced by Dams

https://vimeo.com/130516168?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=29471553


The Effects of Mega Hydro Dam

Stills from: Broken Promises: Displaced by Dams

https://vimeo.com/130516168?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=29471553


The Anti-Baram Dam Campaign

The Baram Dam, the next dam 
in line to be built, was faced 
with tremendous resistance. 

Fun Fact: The anti Baram dam blockade is the longest ran blockade in the country – it ran from Oct 2013 to Nov 2015.

Since October of 2013, Baram
communities continuously managed 
two blockades that have prevented 
construction of the Baram Dam.

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/317135


Watch the Documentary: Save Sarawak. Stop the Dams

The anti-Baram dam resistance culminated in demonstrations 
and marches from North Sarawak to the state capital in South 
Sarawak.

Note: The campaign was successful when in 2015, the Sarawak chief Minister instructed the 
construction of the mega hydro dam to cease and the project was shelved.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wewbJbo7I1Q&t=358s


At Long Anap, people noted that the consultants “did not describe 
what an SEIA is, ask people whether they want to participate in the 
SEIA, or give information about the SEIA reporting process. No one 
explained that the information in the survey would be for a report. 
They didn’t offer to give any report to the village headman 
afterwards.”

Pg. 8

As explained in a discussion group at Long Laput: “Some community 
leaders [appointed by the Sarawak government as ‘spokesmen’] are 
pro-dam, but they are not representative of the sentiments of 
people on the ground, of those who live in the villages along the 
Baram River.”

Pg. 12

Although the SEIA surveys required respondents to provide personal 
identity data and information about consumption habits, there was 
no corresponding offer from the consultants to ensure the 
confidentiality of results. Villagers interviewed interpreted this 
requirement of the survey as implicitly threatening.

Pg. 14



How would our SEIA reflect 
these?

What is the moral and ethical obligation of 
SEIA in reflecting the truth? 

(Not just data!)



Download “No Consent to Proceed” HERE

Sahabat Alam Malaysia
https://foe-malaysia.org/articles/memorandum-improving-
sarawaks-eia-process/ 

Manifesto Rakyat 2021
https://ms.manifestorakyat2021.org/ (3j: Environment)

https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/topics/rights-land-natural-resources/publication/2014/no-consent-proceed-indigenous-peoples-rights-v
https://foe-malaysia.org/articles/memorandum-improving-sarawaks-eia-process/
https://foe-malaysia.org/articles/memorandum-improving-sarawaks-eia-process/
https://ms.manifestorakyat2021.org/


Excerpts from community members:
“Although the process for dealing with such large development projects is not 
clearly outlined in our traditional ‘Adat’ (customs), if a company wants to propose 
a project they should meet with the village leader, and then consult with all 
villagers. 

The villagers themselves should also be able to have the time to get together, 
discuss and form the opinions that they will bring forward to the village leader and 
to the company proposing the project. 

There must be a consensus with terms and conditions made by the people, who 
can make the decision for the project to stop if the project is not being carried out 
the way it was proposed or if they reject the project proposal. Consent does not 
come from a village leader only.”

Pg. 10



https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/649910 

https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/12/
31/new-environment-minister-nik-nazmi-raises-bar-on-
eia-studies-says-transparency-crucial/47809 

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2023/03/1
9/nik-nazmi-calls-out-039public039-eia-reports-that-
hide-vital-aspects 

EIA in then National news lately

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/649910
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/12/31/new-environment-minister-nik-nazmi-raises-bar-on-eia-studies-says-transparency-crucial/47809
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/12/31/new-environment-minister-nik-nazmi-raises-bar-on-eia-studies-says-transparency-crucial/47809
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/12/31/new-environment-minister-nik-nazmi-raises-bar-on-eia-studies-says-transparency-crucial/47809
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2023/03/19/nik-nazmi-calls-out-039public039-eia-reports-that-hide-vital-aspects
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2023/03/19/nik-nazmi-calls-out-039public039-eia-reports-that-hide-vital-aspects
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2023/03/19/nik-nazmi-calls-out-039public039-eia-reports-that-hide-vital-aspects
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Source: https://borneoproject.org/new-forest-map-for-sarawak-reveals-large-scale-
deforestation-encroachment-on-indigenous-territories/

https://borneoproject.org/new-forest-map-for-sarawak-reveals-large-scale-deforestation-encroachment-on-indigenous-territories/
https://borneoproject.org/new-forest-map-for-sarawak-reveals-large-scale-deforestation-encroachment-on-indigenous-territories/


Source: https://www.rainforest-rescue.org/updates/10177/un-report-
indigenous-people-are-the-best-forest-guardians 

Source: https://www.fao.org/americas/publicaciones-audio-video/forest-gov-by-
indigenous/en/ 

https://www.rainforest-rescue.org/updates/10177/un-report-indigenous-people-are-the-best-forest-guardians
https://www.rainforest-rescue.org/updates/10177/un-report-indigenous-people-are-the-best-forest-guardians
https://www.fao.org/americas/publicaciones-audio-video/forest-gov-by-indigenous/en/
https://www.fao.org/americas/publicaciones-audio-video/forest-gov-by-indigenous/en/


There is NO attaining SDGs or climate crisis solutions or 
any environment protection/conservation efforts when 

the world’s best environmental guardians are EXCLUDED 
out of the discourse!  



#iaia23

Let’s continue the conversation!
Post questions and comments in the IAIA23 app.
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