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4MUTUALISM OF 
SDGS AND EA

Environmental assessment (EA) as a tool 
for…

…integrating SDGs in decision-making

…more holistic assessments on SDGs

Sources: González Del Campo et al. 2020, DREAMS project, www.dreamsproject.dk  

http://www.dreamsproject.dk/


5MUTUALISM OF 
SDGS AND EA

SDGs as a normative framework can…

• …inspire new approaches for EA

• …strengthen attention from decision-makers

Sources: González Del Campo et al. 2020, DREAMS project, www.dreamsproject.dk  

http://www.dreamsproject.dk/
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But what about pract i t ioners expected to carry out  
this pract ice? 

Sources: Kørnøv et al. 2020, Ravn Boess et al. 2021

• Emerging interest globally

• Potential in exploring more radical 
approaches

• Practitioner perspectives
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But what about pract i t ioners expected to carry out  
this pract ice? 

Sources: Kørnøv et al. 2020, Ravn Boess et al. 2021

• Emerging interest globally

• Potential in exploring more radical 
approaches

• But are practitioners on board?



”Are s ign i f icant  changes to  pract ice 
subject  to  new leg is la t ive demands,  
or  can we instead turn to the drive 

of  the individuals  conduct ing the 
pract ice?”

Sources: Ravn Boess & González Del Campo 2023: 2



10Methods

Interviews with 26 consultants

15 consultants from Denmark

11 consultants from the Republic of 
Ireland

 

Actions

EA practice 
'spaces for practice'

decision-making arena: 

'spaces for motivation' 

Motivation

Perceptions  
of practice

decision-making arena: 

'spaces for action' 

Sources: Ravn Boess 2023; Ravn Boess & González Del Campo 2023

Theoretical 
background

perceived 
opportunities

perceived 
capacities

experienced 
opportunities

experienced 
capacities
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Actions

EA practice 
'spaces for practice'

decision-making arena: 
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Perceptions  
of practice

decision-making arena: 

'spaces for action' 
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Theoretical 
background

intrinsic extrinsic

 

Actions

EA practice 
'spaces for practice'

decision-making arena: 

'spaces for motivation' 

Motivation

Perceptions  
of practice

decision-making arena: 

'spaces for action' 

How are consultants motivated to integrate SDGs?  Challenges and potentials that influence their ability to act?
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Perceived societal 
obligation Varying readiness Requires full 

engagement

Sources: Ravn Boess & González Del Campo 2023: 2

Main 
findings

Related to 
Operationalizing 
SDGS
Practitioner roles in 
changing a practice
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Perceived societal 
obligation Varying readiness Requires full 

engagement

Sources: Ravn Boess & González Del Campo 2023: 2

Main 
findings

”Societal responsibility” rather than procedural or legislative 
obligation

Intrinsically motivated…

… but difficult to argue without legislative foothold
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Sources: Ravn Boess & González Del Campo 2023: 2

Main 
findings
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Perceived societal 
obligation Varying readiness Requires full 

engagement

Sources: Ravn Boess & González Del Campo 2023: 2

Main 
findings

Varying levels of readiness between countries

Greater focus on methods in Denmark than Ireland
Whether in Ireland, How in Denmark

Differences in awareness of SDGs
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Perceived societal 
obligation Varying readiness Requires full 

engagement

Sources: Ravn Boess & González Del Campo 2023: 2

Main 
findings

Hesitant to act on motivation

One stakeholder group cannot change practice alone

Need collective and shared SDG innovation
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Ways forward
What are practitioner views in other 
countries?

How do the SDGs relate to EA in 
other countries?

How can practitioners support each 
other to prevent a motivation gap?

Open to dialogue
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Lars Horn, Baghuset. Photographer. Photo on slides 1 and 2.

http://www.dreamsproject.dk/
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