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KSEIA

IA can play in ‘sustainable future’ for securing and sustaining ‘the 
future we want’ (Kim and Wolf 2014).

KSEIA (Korean Society of EIA) established in 1992 as IAIA affiliate provides a 
responsible IA tools and facilitate opportunities for sustainable future. 



Presidents 
of KSEIA



• The KSEIA has published the 
Journal of EIA since 1992. 

• The journal enhances the quality 
of impact assessment and 
promotes academic exchange and 
professional working. 



• Increase in the discipline of Ecosystem and Climate 
Change by 862 articles analysis
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1984

1996
1997

2016

EIA Textbook by KSEIA 



The KSEIA 30th 
anniversary 
conference in 
2022



Tiering Related Acts

Cases Reviewed by 

Ministry of EnvironmentReview Agency

POLICY
National Land Use

Management Act, etc.
Ministry of 

Environment

-1989: UNKNOWN

1990-1993: 1,701

1994-2000: 3,475

PLAN

PROGRAM

PROJECT

Ministry of 

Environment
1993-2000: 1,251

2000-2021: 82,698

Strategic EA (PERS in EP Act: 

Strategic EIA 2006) into

EIA Act: Small-scale EIA & 

Strategic EIA on July 22, 2012

1982-2021: 6,427

(After EIS REVIEW)
Ministry of 

Environment

Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) ACT

Korean EIA

Korean EIA has improved over the past four decades by instituting public

participation and environmental monitoring, developing methodologies, and

introducing strategic environmental assessment and health impact assessment.

KSEIA has contributed to provide a responsible tool and improve the EIA system.



KSEIA
Sustainable 
Development

Korean EIA

1969

•NEPA: Environment   
and Human Impact

1980

•Sustainable Economic       
Development

1987

•Development meets          
the Present Needs

1992
•More Balanced,               Sustai
nable Future

2002
•Linkages between IA        and S
D Agenda

2012
•Action to Create a Better  Futu
re for All

Rio

Rio+10

•Pollution Control Act1963

•Environment 
Preservation Act1977

•Environmental Policy 
Act1990

•EIA Act1993

•IA Act on Environment, 
Traffic, Disasters, etc.2000

•EIA Act2009

•Revised: SEIA  2012

•Revised: screening an
d tiering in SEIA            2016

•Established: June 18

•EIA Journal: 11. 251992

•1st Ko-Germany EIA1993

•1st Ko-Japan(-fifth)

•IAIA Affiliate

2003
2005

•1st Ko-Vietnam (-sixth)2007

•1st K-C-J EIA(-sixth)2011

•20th Anni. Vision

•Gangnam Style2012

•EIA Textbook2014
•1st KCJV(6th K-V)

•Assessing Korea: 
Charlie Wolf’s 
Memory

2017

1992

•More Balanced,               
Sustainable Future

2002

•Linkages between IA  
and SD Agenda

2012

•Action to Create a  B
etter Future for All

2022
2022 A Healthy Planet for 

the Prosperity of ALL 
2022 • Climate change IA

• Communication

•30th Anniversary

•149 EIA Journal no.



NEPA founder Lynton Caldwell emphasized that the success of an Act 
relies on public administration and policy decision-making. 
‘Protecting the quality of the environment depends on the will of the 
President and the leadership of Congress.’ 

Policy making is central

Lessons and Issues



Gadeokdo New Airport Mt. Seorak Cable Car



Changing views of nature and conservation
• Whose conservation? Georgina M. Mace (September 25, 
2014), Science 345 (6204)



• Douglas and Wildavsky’s warning about 
the challenges to IA based on uncertain 
knowledge and the consequent 
contestation of assessment results remain 
salient.

Uncertain knowledge and the consequent 
contestation



Legislation and rule-based integration of social, health, 
human rights, and gender in IA types are still under development.

Cultural roots have long shaped how environmental and social 
impacts are understood and managed throughout Asia and others.

In Korea, IA policy is strongly connected to public awareness. 
The simultaneous and progressive development of IA policy, 
influenced by media and social network services, created 
a Korean EIA system (Kim and Wolf 2014). 

Cultural roots and public awareness

To ensure that assessments are not dehumanized through technology 
represent an important evolution in EIA and SEA practice.



Informal 
Rules



Regional and global issues represent 
challenges and threats, including 

• North Korea’s alleged development 
of atomic weapons

• The spread of virus disease such as 
hog cholera and COVID19

• Concerns for poverty, human rights 
and social equality in certain places.
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KSEIA for the 
sustainable future

• The future of impact assessment 
is the future of KSEIA. 

• KSEIA is to extend KSEIA’s reach, 
strengthen collaborations, and 
enhance knowledge sharing and 
capacity building.

• KSEIA must develop and assist 
Integrated and interdisciplinary 
approaches to IA



Where will impact assessment be in the coming decades? 

How do we get there? 

Is it about better predictions? 

Better use of new technologies? 

Improved engagement of communities?



• Thank you
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