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Handout - background

More information & download 
guidance:
***.iaia.org > resources > hot-topics



§ International/national commitments to address climate change 
and support for the Energy Transition (ET) 
§ requires the retirement of coal and other fossil fuel power facilities and movement towards 

renewable energy (RE) supplies (wind, hydropower, solar, tidal, bioenergy & geothermal)

§ IAIA recognizes need to foster the application of SEA to support 
planning for ET and development of RE

§ Initial focus is on the use of SEA for RE by national governments 
(applied to energy sector PPPs)

§ Requires a strong focus on capacity strengthening and outreach 
beyond guidance development

Rationale



§ A: Launch Phase (January - June 2022): 
§Outline of the scope/contents of guidance, inventory of existing SEA guidelines 
§Establish oversight through a ‘Partners Council’ and ‘Technical Advisory 

Committee’
§Established Reference Group
§ Inception report on how to proceed in Phase B and C

A Multi Phase Initiative



§ B: Development Phase (January – December 2023)
§Preparing preliminary, draft & working draft guidance
§ Inputs by RE experts, TAC, RG and IAIA members
§Engaging with partners for moving to Phase C (implementation of guidance, 

lessons learning, training, etc.)
§Open review  and progress presentation at IAIA’23 in Kuching

A Multi Phase Initiative



§ C: Implementation/roll-out (2024 – 2027 onwards)
§Dissemination of guidance
§Converting guidance to an online, searchable resource (rolling) 
§Regional and other workshops (piggy-backing) (awareness-raising, training, etc)
§Testing guidance in various countries – voluntary application to renewable 

energy PPPs by governments/MDBs, etc.
§Lessons learning
§Developing case studies of SEAs for RE 

A Multi Phase Initiative



§Partners Council

§Technical Advisory Committee

§Reference Group

Support bodies



Partners Council
Role
§ Monitor progress in the initiative
§ Advise and assist on securing sources of funding and support
§ Advise on opportunities to pilot/apply the guidelines
§ Advocate for uptake and application of the SEA guidelines for renewable energy.
§ Planning for implementation of Phase C.

Members
§ African Development Bank (AfDB)
§ Asian Development Bank (ADB)
§ Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC)
§ International Finance Corporation
§ Netherlands Commission for Environmental Assessment (NCEA)
§ Norwegian Environment Agency (NEA)
§ UN Development Programme (UNDP)
§ UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
§ World Conservation Union (IUCN)



Technical Advisory Committee

Role
§ Provide technical support and guidance for 

Phases A & B
§ Help shape steps and activities for preparing 

guidance
§ Review drafts

Current Members
§ Kate Lazarus (IFC)
§ Emma Marsden (ADB)
§ Bryony Walmsley (IAIA Board and SAIEA South Africa)
§ David Annandale (Consultant, UK)
§ Arend Kolhoff (NCEA, Netherlands)
§ Gaby Factor (IAIA)

Being expanded to include more RE experts



§ A larger group of individuals and organizations that are 
interested in the project

§ Engage in broadened debate and information/experience 
gathering and build support for the project and its outputs, and 
subsequent uptake 

§ Sharing experiences & dialogue
§ Open to all interested individuals

and organizations

Reference Group



Engaging With The Private Sector

§Reaching out to private sector actors and 
organizations engaged in investing 
in/delivering renewable)energy (e.g. IRENA, 

IHA)

§Seeking input (particularly review)

§Explaining benefits of SEA to 
downstream project level energy 
planning and development

§Securing engagement in the initiative and  
developing case study applications, and 
participation in training.



§   Core drafting team (BD-C & MS-B)

§   Preliminary draft (by mid April 2023)

§   Full draft  (end July 2023)

§   Working draft (October 2023)

§   Approved by IAIA Board (December 

2023)

Phase B: Preparing the Guidance
(January – December 2023)

Download at: ***.iaia.org > resources > hot-topicsOpen 
reviews
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Energy PPPs
• More countries are now 

take decisions (develop 
PPPs) on new energy 
infrastructure at both 
national and sub-national 
levels.
[e.g. Regional Energy 
Strategies in Netherlands]

• Vertical v horizontal 
communication and 
dialogue
[SEA = participatory. Can 
foster improved 
communication and dialogue]



§ Existing SEA guidance for the sector

§ Installed capacity for the sector (global, top 
countries)

§ Application (to date) of SEA in the sector

§ Background to the sector (technologies used)

§ Key environmental and socio-economic issues 
  associated with the sector
  (Note: many are common across sectors)

Standard content for RE & coal chapters (Chapters 5 - 

11)



Key Environmental Issues for Energy Transition 



Key Socio-economic for Energy Transition 



§  Consider if your organization is interested to join the 
  Partners Council 
  (provide funding or other support (eg for implementation in Phase C)

§  Review chapters (available on ***.iaia.org > resources > hot-topics; or can be emailed to you)

§  Provide information, boxes for text (on particular issues)

§  Develop case studies (of SEA applications to RE)

§  Join Reference Group (to be kept updated)

 

How can you help ?
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Thank you!

Any questions?

Access guidance at: ***.iaia.org >resources > hot-
topics

Send review comments to:
SEA4renewables@gmail.com



Contact us

Barry Dalal-Clayton:  bdalalclay@aol.com

Miles Scott-Brown:  miles@cieragroup.com



#iaia23

Let’s continue the 
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