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What is the hottest topic 
between  2009 and 2010

in Thai Newspaper Headline
apart from Yellow-shirt and

Red-shirt Politics?
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In 2009, Some investors claim that 
HIA has blocked billions of industrial 

investment in Thai economy.  



I. HIA in Thai Constitution
August 2007



HIA Development in Thailand

• 2000 HIA Introduction
• 2001 Learning from abroad 
• 2002-2006 Practices and Building HIA 

Critical Mass
• 2007 HIA in National Health Act
• August 2007 HIA is in National Constitution
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Preparation for 
Constitution Implementation
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II. The Crisis Began 
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We Must Conduct HIA Right Now !!!!



III. The Way Out ??
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This HIA Rules and Procedures
requires every year evaluation for 

continuously corrective mechanism.
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IV: The Real-life HIA 
and Our Dilemma



2010 E/HIA Racing ??
Public scoping Public review Total

1) Jan 7 - 7

2)Feb 13 - 13

3) March 1 - 1

4) April 3 1 4

5) May 7 12 19

6) June 3 8 11

7) July 1 14 15

8) Aug 4 1 5

9) Sep 4 2 6

10) Oct 2 6 8
Total 45

(4 times/month)
44

(4 times/month)
89



Overload Participation ??



Insufficient Preparation 
for Public Scopings??

• Unclear objectives of public scoping 
(in local people’s view points)

• Too much technical information
• Still difficult to get relevant information
• Without strong technical supports
• Overload HIA schedules
• Irrelevant questions from the local people

(in investors’ view point) 
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Our dilemma is to take balance 
between business deadline and 

meaningful people participation
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Intensive HIA Training 
Course for Both Health 

Officers and Local People

PLUS



The Development of Baseline Data 
on Rayong’s Health Status

• Change from hospital-based data system (for 
health financing purpose) to area-based data 
system (for HIA monitoring purpose)

• Active participation of health 
officers in public reviews

• On-going health examination survey
from 10,000 to 30,000 cases

Mr. Porames KingKoh, MD.
Chief of  Rayong Provincial Health Office



Then, we get better questions
in public reviews.

Unfortunately, we have not yet 
get good answers for some of them



Effective Mitigation Measures??

• Existing Cumulative Impacts 

• Air Pollution

• Water Pollution

• Potential Water Shortage 

• Emergency Response Plan

• Buffer Zone and Green Areas 

• Socially-related Health Impacts 



Unclear Monitoring Systems 

Green area development project at 
Map Ta Put Industrial Estate



However, in overall, we get 
some impressive reflections

With all these struggles,  
dilemma, and learning
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V. Unintended Consequences??
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VI. Big Further Step:
Mab Ta Put Urban Zoning
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Reducing Future Industrial Areas
Providing More Green Areas

Protecting Local Communities



With all these E/HIA reports, 
we can build up the scenario 

of future urban zoning 
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Present Zoing
Municipal Proposal
People Proposal
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Present Zoning
Municipal Proposal
People proposal
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VII. Our Future:
HIA in the Next Five Years

workshops in May and October 2010



Now we are in the Constitution 
and we face our dilemma.

What should we go next?
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“We would like HIA to be 
the Culture of Thai Society”
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Way Forward

• HIA Education Strategy
– HIA and Our Well-being
– From Primary School to University 

• HIA Communication Strategy
• HIA for Local Government
• HIA Data-based System
• HIA Capacity Strengthening 
• HIA in Public Policy and Planning Process 
• International HIA Collaboration



VIII. Conclusion



In a decade, we have walk 
quite far from the conferences
and cases to the Constitution.



We know now we have to
walk even much further 

from the constitution 
to our “ culture”.



However, this is the way 
we choose to go. 

We believe we will never walk alone.

Spirit of learning together 
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