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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

ñThey are the closest thing to a strategy for planet Earth 
over the next 15 years that humanity has ever generated.ò 

(CISL, 2016)

CISL. 2016. In search of impact: measuring the full value of capital. Cambridge 
(UK): University of Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership (CISL).



3

SDGs are receiving increasing attention in the private sector

https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/services/sustainability/sust
ainable-development-goals/sdg-research-results.html

http://www.ethicalcorp.com/just-published-responsible-business-
trends-report-2018

Survey of ~1,000 businesses 
(2015)

Survey of ~1,500 
business professionals 

(2018) 

https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/services/sustainability/sustainable-development-goals/sdg-research-results.html
http://www.ethicalcorp.com/just-published-responsible-business-trends-report-2018
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Integrating SDGs into business strategy

Is your business 
integrating the 
SDGs into the 
business strategy?

https://home.kpmg.
com/za/en/home/in
sights/2016/07/kpm
g-case-study--
safaricom.html

https://thegiin.org/re
search/publication/s
dgs-impinv

http://webcms.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files
/image_tool/images/201/Embedding%20t
he%20SDGs%20working%20paper.pdf

https://home.kpmg.com/za/en/home/insights/2016/07/kpmg-case-study--safaricom.html
https://thegiin.org/research/publication/sdgs-impinv
http://webcms.uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/image_tool/images/201/Embedding the SDGs working paper.pdf
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Measuring & reporting business activity against SDGs

http://integratedreporting.org/resource/sdgs-
integrated-thinking-and-the-integrated-report/

https://www.cisl.cam.ac.uk/publications/sustai
nable-finance-publications/in-search-of-
impact-measuring-the-full-value-of-capital

Are the SDGs being used as 
a reporting framework?

Is your business measuring 
contributions to the SDGs?

http://integratedreporting.org/resource/sdgs-integrated-thinking-and-the-integrated-report/
https://www.cisl.cam.ac.uk/publications/sustainable-finance-publications/in-search-of-impact-measuring-the-full-value-of-capital
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Identifying  business opportunitiesunlocked by the SDGs 

http://report.businesscommission.org/report

ñAchieving the Global Goals creates at 
least US$12 trillion in opportunities.ò

https://www.cisl.cam.ac.uk/publications/sustainability-leadership/towards-a-
sustainable-economy-the-commercial-imperative-for-business-to-deliver-the-un-
sustainable-development-goals

60 biggest market opportunities 
related to delivering the SDGs

http://report.businesscommission.org/report
https://www.cisl.cam.ac.uk/publications/sustainability-leadership/towards-a-sustainable-economy-the-commercial-imperative-for-business-to-deliver-the-un-sustainable-development-goals
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Aligning private-sector projects with SDGs?

https://www.adb.org/news/adb-private-sector-financing-exceeds-83-billion-2016-15-year-year

https://pxhere.com/en/photo/1193281


